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Grassroots Sport

swimming
THE impact of Covid-19 over the 
last 12 months has had a significant 
impact on Derwentside Amateur 
Swimming Club, writes TONY 
HODGSON.

Club members who would nor-
mally train 20 hours a week, before 
and after school, had been out of the 
pool for at least eight of the last 12 
months.

Their senior swimmers had quali-
fied for the British Championships 
which were due to held at the Lon-
don Aquatic Centre in April last year 
but which became the first swim-
ming event to be cancelled due to 
the pandemic.

Many also hoped to make a splash 
at the 2020 North East Regional 
Championships -  some for the first 
time - but this could not go ahead 
either. 

Now club members can take the 
plunge again at their base at Stan-
ley’s Louisa Centre as pools have 
reopened following the easing of 
lockdown restrictions.   

However,  most swimming clubs’  
income comes from hosting swim-
ming galas and Derwentside ASC 
would normally host five or six every 
year.

This equates to £20,000 of lost rev-
enue in the past 12 months - money 
the club sought to make up.

It launched a Crowdfunding page 

and hoped the public would splash 
the cash and help them plan for the 
future.

The Crowdfund was launched on 
March 30 for a six-week period  - 
and raised more than £6,000 in the 
first week!

The Stanley-based club then 
received the news Sport England 
would contribute £8,000 if they went 
on to hit their £20,000 target.

They did so with three weeks still 
to go and the funding from Sport 
England has now been secured.

Derwentside ASC chairman Dar-
ren Maxwell said: “As we pass the 
original target for the crowd funding 
and continue to raise valuable funds 

I would like to thank everyone 
involved so far. 

“The response from our swim-
mers, parents, family, friends, work 
colleagues, committee and coaches 
has been fantastic. 

“Thank you to all the local busi-
nesses and services who have also 
helped us out with donations.”

Head coach Paul Woodley said: 
“The club relies on funds from galas 
to maintain, purchase and replace 
new equipment as well as support-
ing the development of our volun-
teers and coaches. 

“They also help their teachers and 
coaches to obtain their qualifica-
tions and to attend competitions 

and development camps.  This rev-
enue will also be used to pay for 
strength and conditioning coach 
Andy Bullimore.

“Andy is an important part of the 
coaching team, supporting swim-
mers on land, during training and 
travelling with them to events.” 

The club offered a series of 
rewards for those who donated 
through the Crowdfunding page - 
including bottles of wine, designer 
clothes, motivational courses and 
corporate sponsorship deals.

Club swimmers and families have 
also been supporting the initiative 
by adding their own fundraising 
pages.

Club make big 
splash with a 
funding appeal

Young members of Derwentside Amateur 
Swimming Club who have been boosted by 
a successful Crowdfunding appeal  

LYNDON Longhorne set five new 
British records at the British Para 
Swimming International Meet World 
Trials.

The competition, which doubled up 
as the Olympic Trials, was held in 
Sheffield and featured many of the top 
GB Paralympic swimmers as well as 
entrants from countries including Israel 
and France.

Longhorne, a member of Stanley-
based Derwentside ASC, was 
reclassifiied to S4 but claimed new 

British records in the 50 metres 
freestyle, 100 freestyle, 200 freestyle 
and 50 metres butterfly. 

Some of these records had stood 
since the Atlanta Olympics of 1996.

To prepare for the meet, Longhorne 
had to move to Manchester for a month 
to train in the Elite Centre for Para 
Swimming as local pools were closed 
due to the lockdown.

He received support towards his 
accommodation from Derwentside ASC 
and club sponsors Epicurium Ltd.

Longhorne competed on all four days 
in Sheffield, making a final each night.

Derwentside coach Paul Woodley 
said: “Lyndon has had disrupted 
training over the last 12 months due to 
the pandemic so was not fully prepared 
for the meet in the way we would like.

“However, these results are fantastic 
and we feel there is a lot more to come 
from Lyndon in the future.”

Record-breaker Lyndon a Long way ahead of rivals
swimming

Lyndon Longhorne

HILLSONG Newcastle kept alive 
their faint hopes of runners-up 
spot in the North East Christian 
Fellowship League’s Premier 
Division with a 3-2 victory over 
Sunderland Samba.

Estehan Lopez put third-placed 
Hillsong in front after ten minutes 
but five minutes later Ibrahim 
Abubaker tied the match at 1-1.

Alex Ironside then fired the 
Wearsiders ahead on 34 minutes.

Reece Hindley put Hillsong 
back on level terms on the 55th 
minute and the winning goal 
came just after the hour from 
Jaddai Kambeya.

Hillsong face champions North 
Shields Community Christians 
tomorrow night and then second-
placed Saint Charles RC Church 
on Saturday. 

The Saints maintained their 
three-point advantage over 
Hillsong by beating hosts Bill 
Quay Community Church 4-0.

Two goals in two minutes from 
Dan Grice and Duncan Falconer 
before the half-hour give Saints  a 
2-0 lead.

Bill Quay were struggling with 
injuries and at one point played 
with ten men for 20 minutes.

The second half produced a 
double from centre-half Joe 
Stojic as Saint Charles ran out 
comfortable winners.

Victory at home to Stockton 
Churches Portrack tomorrow 
night will see the Gosforth side  
clinch runners-up spot.

The Christians had claimed the 
Premier Division title after 
beating Hillsong 2-1 last week.

Portrack made the trip to 
Jesmond Parish Church and 
registered a 3-1 win.

After a goalless first half, 
Andrew Dawson gave Portrack 
the lead after 61 minutes and he 
doubled it nine minutes later.

Paul Brooks made it 3-0 but 
Jesmond pulled one back in the 
86th minute through Mark 
Ridyard.

In Division One, Saint Paul’s 
Ryhope welcomed Blyth Family 
Church last midweek and 
triumphed 2-1.

At the weekend the fixture was 
reversed and it proved a game of 
own goals.

The first after 18 minutes gave 
Blyth a 1-0 lead, the second after 
31 minutes a Saint Paul’s 
equaliser as the game finished 1-1.

A win on Saturday at home to 
Jubilee Church Teesside will give 
Saint Paul’s the Division One 
championship and promotion to 
the Premier Division.

Hillsong still 
hoping to 
finish second
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